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was dealt with, though no absolute failure or actual disaster
occurred. Still none of the errors committed by individuals
exceeded that chargeable to the Government itself in leaving
such a place as Delhi in the custody of a large Native garrison
without European troops. Sanitary reasons doubtless induced
the authorities to prefer keeping the European troops else-
where. But in truth, when such considerations were allowed to
override the clear dictates of political prudence, then incapacity
in statecraft was displayed.

As to the origin of the great mutiny, the sum and substance of
John Lawrence's opinion was this, that the sepoys had become
too numerous and powerful in proportion to the European army.
The State was virtually in their hands, therefore they wished
to displace their foreign masters, and set up a national
Government of which they would be the controllers. Their
numerical preponderance, he thought, was aggravated by the
situations in which they had been placed. "Was it to bo
expected/' he would exclaim, "that the Native soldiery, who
had charge of our fortresses, arsenals, magazines, and treasuries,
without adequate European control, should fail to gather extra-
vagant ideas of their own importance ?" Again, he would say,
" it was the sense of power that induced them to rebel;" and
herein, according to liim, lay the warning to the Government
for the future. This cardinal and abiding cause having been
established, he regarded other causes as secondary and casual.
He believed that the sepoys, when they first began to rise,
were actually alarmed for their caste and religion, that tlicir
apprehension regarding the greased cartridges was not feigned
at all, but was quite real, and that had no novel cartridges been
issued there would have been then no mutiny. But the question
was in his judgment one of time only; some other provocative
cause would sooner or later have arisen, for with a sepoy army
fancying itself master of the situation, it was hardly possible for an
alien Government ultimately to avoid collision. Though positive
upon this most material point, he was less confident respecting
the collateral questions whether the time for the outbreak was
in part determined by the annexations of Native States which